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Welcome Horse Week Camp Director Julia Giaquinto 
By Emily Bengtson  

Julia’s journey with 4-H Camp started over 20 
years ago.  She moved up through the ranks 
of camper, to counselor and joined as part of 
our full summer horse staff in 2010.  She 
fondly reminisces on camp memories includ-
ing taking Agnes on the hike, dress up meals, 
the iconic Lower Baldwin Foam Party, and the 
last vespers of the summer.  After spending 
some years away from camp, we are thrilled 
to welcome Julia back as the Bring Your Own                
Horse Week Director.       Continued on page 3 

    

June Riordan Zoppa has been selected as a prestig-
ious member of the 2026 National 4-H Hall of Fame. 
She joins two other notable Hartford County 4-H Induc-
tees: Elsie Woolam (2017) and the late Myron Baldwin 
(2008).  
  

June has been a Trustee for the Hartford County 4-H 
Camp (Camp) for over 40 years, serving in many          
capacities, most recently as Chair of the board’s                   
Maintenance Committee.  
   

Her involvement at Camp began at age 9 as a young camper – one of 
the first when Camp opened in 1966. She continued as a counselor and 
now as a Trustee helping keep Camp affordable, safe and enjoyable for 
the many children who attend the extremely popular summer program.  
  

June participated in numerous 4-H activities as a youth and teen and for 
over 50 years, as a volunteer, leader, and mentor. June is the only 4-H 
volunteer who has simultaneously served on Hartford County’s three 
governing bodies: Hartford County 4-H Camp, Hartford County 4-H       
Advisory and Hartford County 4-H Fair Association. Continued on page 2 
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June taught countless children life skills, leadership and citizenship 
as a Club leader, Advisor and Trustee. As a Fair Advisor, June is 
often the ‘go-to’ person, assisting Fair officers with the various 
tasks needed to put on a successful county fair. As a Camp Trus-
tee, June participates in fundraising and newsletter campaigns and 
often guides teens and other volunteers to ensure Camp is ready 
for the summer season. 
  

June has a tireless work ethic and has been a mentor to thousands 
of 4-H members. Most of her club members have attended 4-H 
Camp as campers, counselors and volunteer staff. It has rounded 
out their experience to become 4-H leaders, parents and second-

generation Camp Board Trustees. Fun fact: June’s Hall of Fame nomination form that included all 
her contributions to the 4-H program is five pages long! It’s amazing (but not surprising) that one 
person could accomplish so much while maintaining boundless energy and enthusiasm. 
  

June will be inducted into the National 4-H Hall of Fame during a ceremony in October 2026 in  

Kansas City, MO. Congratulations June! 

June Zoppa 

Postcard circa 1966 – June is in the center 

walking to lunch in Baldwin Hall! 

 An Interview with Maeve Cooper 
By Maeve Collins  

When I was given the assignment to interview a camper my 
mind went immediately to one person: Maeve Cooper. Since her 
first week at camp in 2021, Maeve has embodied the camp spir-
it and is never afraid to express just how much her time at camp 
means to her. All the staff celebrate when we see her name on 
the cabin list because of her infectious positivity, unbridled en-
thusiasm, and deep appreciation for all that camp has to offer. 
That is why, with 50 days left on her countdown to camp, I 
called Maeve for an interview about camp from the camper per-
spective. 
  

What was your first camp experience? 
I’ve been coming to camp since 2021, and the first year I went, 
it wasn’t even regular camp because of the pandemic, and I had so much fun. When I went back the 
next year I thought it would be exactly like that, but it was completely different and it was even bet-
ter. Every year I count down the days until I can go back.  
  

What was your earliest camp memory? 
Probably when, at meals, when everyone started counting down from 10 and I had absolutely no 
idea what was going on [laughs]. 
  

So that is your earliest camp memory, but do you have a favorite camp memory? 
Maybe when me and a girl from my cabin went down to say bye to Ryan Reibeling (2023-2025 staff 
member). I was standing outside Lower Baldwin and we walked down to the pond. We were proba-
bly down there for at least an hour just talking to him. I started crying when I gave him a hug and I 
was like, “Oh my goodness,” because that was when he had convinced me he was leaving. It was 
just very wholesome. It’s crazy how close you can get to people in just one week, and it was just 
very bittersweet.  
  

Continued on page 4 

Maeve Cooper & Maeve Collins 
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Julia Giaquinto   
Continued from page 1 

From Elsie’s Basement 
Past Summer Plaques Counselor and Camp Spirits 

Julia earned a Bachelor’s degree in Equine Business Management & Riding from Johnson & Wales 
University.  While there, she had the opportunity to train at the prestigious Westphalian Riding 
School in Germany where she earned her small bronze medal, as well as studying adventure-based 
tourism in Costa Rica.  More recently, Julia braved the rugged backcountry of the Absaroka Moun-
tains on a horsepacking expedition with NOLS.  During the school year, she channels her passion 
by teaching Equine Science at an agricultural high school in Massachusetts. 
I personally remember Julia being on staff back when I was a camper and was excited for the full 
circle moment to ask her a few questions about her return to the camp barn: 
  

 Emily: What is your favorite barn chore?                                                                                                     

Julia: My favorite barn chore has to be cleaning stalls. It might not sound glamorous, but I find it 

both therapeutic and satisfying. Plus, there’s nothing better than stepping back and seeing a freshly 

cleaned stall… until your horse decides to redecorate five minutes later                                                        

Emily:  If you could ask a camp horse one question and get an answer, what would you ask 

them?                                                                     

Julia:  “What are you really thinking when we’re riding you?” I have a feeling the answer would be 

something like, “Snacks first, questions later,” but I’d love to know what’s actually going on in their 

heads! 

Emily: What do you hope that campers gain from their experience at camp this summer? 
Julia: I’m really excited to help campers grow not just as riders, but as individuals. Beyond learning 
how to ride, I hope campers take away important life skills like responsibility, patience, and confi-
dence. Working with horses teaches you how to communicate without words, stay calm under pres-
sure, and build trust. 

Do  you know any of 
these People on the 
left? Please help us 
send these plaques to 
their rightful home. 
Contact Peggy at                     

peggyf682gmail.com 

or text (860) 682-7177. 

Denise DuBaldo Dickstein, Spirit Award, 
1985, Daryl DuBaldo  Spirit Award, 1984 

Two lost spirits found and deliv-
ered. Peg Forman & Elsie Woolam 
delivered Camp spirit awards to the 

DuBaldo sisters this past spring.  

http://peggyf682gmail.com
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Camp Smarts 
By: Matthew Lee Dolsky 

This is a message to the future. 
Coming your way is one fine group of boys and girls. 

One fine group of men and women with a little bit of camp smarts. 
With that genuine love for a friend, Old and New.  

A butterfly feeling for Bambi and wide eyed from the warmth of a fire. 
A welcoming teriyaki glaze and salty taste of tears on a Friday night. 

Camp Smarts that give us extra comfort to act extra crazy because here,  
It’s only normal.   

So we thank the Lord for giving us the things we need. 
Temporary tats, the sun, the rain, and blistered feet. 

Crab people, Milk by the pint, Bug spray with extra DEET. 
We don’t come out of our shell,  

we unleash. 
It is here my friends, in our familiar grassy seat.  

That we receive a Harvard education in one week on how to be  
the people that a perfect world needs. 

The kids that make mom and dad proud. 
The soon to be proud moms and dads of beautiful children. 

Just like us, grass stained, sunburned heads, growing and perfectly ourselves. 
I will call on you brother in the safety of a moon shadow. 

500 miles deep in my imagination. 
To compare scars, 

These are camp smarts.  

An Interview with Maeve Cooper  
Continued from page 2 

What lessons have you learned through your experiences at camp? 
That being myself isn’t a bad thing and that being the best version of myself is the most important 
thing, not changing myself for anyone. 
    

What three pieces of advice would you give to a first year camper? 
1. Don’t be worried about getting homesick, because you will immediately feel at home and the 
most comfortable that you can be once you get there. 
2. Embrace yourself, and everything and anything that is happening because the week goes by so 
fast that you will wish you had been more in the moment while you were there. 
3. Be open-minded because when you’re at camp, there are some things that, immediately when 
you hear them, you’ll be like, “Oh? What is that? Oh that doesn’t sound fun.” But really, it is, it’s so 
much fun that you won’t even know how much fun you’re having until it’s over. 
  

Why did you fall in love with camp? 
The moment I got there, I immediately felt… I mean, my first year as a camper I was absolutely terri-
fied. 
  

Why were you terrified? 
Because in previous years, I had gotten so homesick. Even when I would go for a sleepover down 
the street, I would get so scared. And the thought of me going in the middle of the woods, without 
any contact with my parents, freaked me out. But the moment I got there, I just immediately thought: 
“this is going to be amazing.” All the people immediately made me feel so comfortable, I felt so safe 
and welcomed, and I knew that I could just ask anyone for anything and they would help me. 
   

What are your plans with camp moving forward?                                                                                                        

I really want to be a counselor and a staff member, but I know that I only have two years left as a 

camper, so I’m trying to soak it all in and be as in the moment as I can.  
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Volunteers, Making the Best Better 

 The First Day of Camp, the next generation  
By The Dillon Family & The Jacobs Family  

Thomas Dillon IV       Thomas Dillon Jr (Grandfather)    Caia Dillion              Kathy Dillion (Great Aunt)           PatrickToomey         
2026                        1969                                         2026                       1969                              Grandson of Howie Jacobs 

RHAM High School Lacrosse 
  Landscaping 

Collins Aero Space                                   Counselors Work Weekend                      Camp Alumni 
 Erected Tents                                            Assembled New Beds                  Cataloged 50 years of Photos   

Counselors Painting 
cross walks 

Volunteers. There are many saying that might come to mind, “Many hands make light work.  
Do you want a person who can volunteer for ten days or a volunteer who can organize ten peo-
ple to work one day?” Volunteers are the backbone of our camp.  We are all indebted to people 
who roll up their sleeves and give not just from their checkbooks but also of their most precious 
commodity time and skills.                                                                                                                  
To paraphrase a poem                                                                                                                                                 
We warm ourselves by fires we did not light, We sit in the shade of trees we did not plant 
We drink from wells we did not dig. 
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The 2025-2026  DONOR HONOR ROLL 
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“I have a conviction that a few weeks spent at a well organized summer camp may 
be of more value educationally than a whole year of formal school work.”                 
Charles William Eliot 1834-1926                                                                                                                                                
President of Harvard University 

Another way to support Hartford County 4-H Camp 
There’s an old saying, 4-H is more than cows and Cookin’ 

  

Do You have a special Skill, Interest, or Hobby, you could 
share with youth? 
Please consider volunteering with a 4-H Club near you, OR 
start your own. Try it for just several months, on your schedule. 
 
Contact Jenn Cushman 

jennifer.cushman@uconn.edu  
Hartford County 4-H Extension Educator 

Hartford County 4-H Camp’s Endowment Fund   
provides an opportunity for gifts to be placed in an Endow-
ment with only the interest earnings to be used for pressing 
projects outside of the operating budget, while the principal 
provides a financial base for the 4-H Camp. 
  

Hartford County 4-H Camp’s Working Capital Fund 
provides an avenue for gifts to be utilized to establish a 
working capital fund to meet cash flow needs for various 
projects.  This fund is not used by the annual operating 
budget.  The establishment of a firm financial base is       
essential for the long term development of 4-H Camp. 

4-H Camp Wishing Ceremony. 
Leave a legacy, make wishes come true by 
supporting Hartford County 4-H Camp Inc. 
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Looking for                       
Contributors to 
Camp Chatter 

  

Do you have a good story, a 
cherished memory, News of 
Camp Alumni, Someone we 
should Profile? 
  

Let us know, or better yet 
write an article for Chatter 
yourself.  
  

Send Submissions to 
John@GaraventaPhotography.com 

Allyson Pequita                                        
Office Manager                                                       
Hartford County 4-H Camp                       
29 Monroe Rd.                                                        
Enfield, CT 06082 

 

       History of Hartford 
County 4-H Camp,       

Marlborough CT 
       

 February 2010                                      
Bill Bradley becomes                    

camp’s third caretaker 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill Bradley, Camper, Counselor, 
Staff member, Teen Board 1981-
84  Board member 1988 - 1993. 
Bill and Kathy raised their three 
boys at camp.   Hunter, Heath, 
Bill, Hayden, Kathy on top of the 
world Kay Peak VT.  

SAVE THE DATE - BOOK YOUR FLIGHTS 
The 100th Birthday Party & Reunion                                                                

at Hartford County 4-H Camp. 
2030 
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The Public Relations            
committee plans to print a 
physical newsletter twice a 
year followed up with an 
electronic version in                  
between paper editions. 
Please send us your email 
address if you wish to              
receive email editions. 
peggyf682@gmail.com 
 


